patient-ventilator system with chapters on introduction and preparedness, adjusting the Fro,. controlling the pH and Pco" monitoring the patient and the ventilator and troubleshooting, patient comfort, bagging, suctioning, physiotherapy, PEEP and weaning.
Part Three consists of teaching exercises covering "ventilometrics", endotracheal tube management, a self-guided tour of each of the previously mentioned ventilators, ventilator application, weaning and a final advanced ventilator and patient management exercise.
The overall place of this book in the Australian intensive care ward is difficult to assess. It appears to have been written for the respiratory therapist and tends to be "what to do" more than "why we do it".
The book has no illustrations but has some graphs and block diagram algorhythms of various protocols. The pages are punched and perforated to allow them to be torn out and arranged as desired in a number of loose leaf folders.
This book would be helpful to nursing and medical staff organising the teaching and treatment protocols for an intensive care ward but would require modification to conform with individual unit practice. JOHN Dr. Prior is a clinical neurophysiologist and her book has been written on the basis of her ten years' experience with the cerebral function monitor (CFM).
It is a concise, comprehensive and well illustrated guide to the interpretation of the CFM in its clinical applications. Throughout the book comparisons are made with conventional EEG tracings. Technical aspects of the CFM have been written with the designer, Dr. Maynard.
The first three chapters are introductory covering basic topics such as methods of monitoring the brain, physiological and pathophysiological observations. Chapter four is a general discussion of cerebral monitoring in specific areas, e.g. cardiac and vascular surgery and intensive care.
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, VD!. VIII, No, I, February, 1980 There are some careless statements, e.g. "local anaesthetics have no direct effect on the brain", and there are a few minor editing errors in the references. The title of the book warrants further discussion on more recent developments in cerebral monitoring, e.g. combined spectral analysis and evoked responses which have only been given a cursory mention. These individual points do not detract from the very high standard of the book.
Overall it is an excellent text and is essential reading for anaesthetists and intensivists. It provides an easy to read and simple guide for monitoring cerebral function, an aspect of patient care that has been overlooked for too long by too many people involved in the care of unconscious and anaesthetised patients. I recommend this book. This book is the second edition of what was "Physiology and Pharmacology of Local Anaesthetics" published in 1970 and it has been totally revised and updated as well as renamed.
In this volume de Jong has attempted to develop in a logical progressive manner a scientific foundation for the use of local anaesthetic drugs. As the name suggests the book describes the drugs; how they work as blockers of nerve conduction, how they affect other organs, how they are distributed in the body and how they are excreted. Techniques of regional anaesthesia are not considered.
After a brief introduction on terminology and history the early chapters go on to discuss in simplistic terms the physiology of impulse transmission and the facts and hypotheses on how this is interrupted by local anaesthetic drugs. The structural features of the local anaesthetic molecule and the effects of pH and pK. are clearly described and related to clinical requirements.
Two chapters describe lucidly and demonstrate with models the concept of a Cm for different nerve fibres and how the anaesthetic gets into and then out of nerve trunks; thus explaining some of the known
